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iron frame, in which are placed red and green
glasses, one above the other. When the arm
of the semaphore is dropped, it indicates a
clear track; if raised to an angle of 45°, it
SELKIRK MOUNTAINS, a range about
200 miles long and eighty miles wide, situated
in the southeastern part of British Columbia
and noted for its great glaciers and the
rugged magnificence of its scenery. The
range is west of the Rockies and extends from
the United States boundary to the great loop
of the Columbia River. Its highest peaks are
Mount Sir Sandford, 11,634 feet, and Mount
Sir Donald, 10,645 feet. Gold, silver, copper,
zinc, mercury, coal and marble have been
found here. The range has been named in
honor of Thomas Douglas, Earl of Selkirk
(which, see).
SEL'MA, ala., the county seat of Dallas
County, fifty miles west of Montgomery, on
the Alabama river at the head of navigation,
having steamship connection with Mobile. It
is on the Louisville & Nashville, the South-
ern, and the Western of Alabama railroads.
The city is in a cotton-growing region and
contains cotton, cottonseed-oil, fiour and plan-
ing mills, railroad shops, machine shops and
other factories. The city has three business
schools, a landing field for airplanes, motor-
bus routes, a school of music, a hospital, a
country club, a Carnegie Library, a Y. M.
C. A. and a county courthouse. There is a
fine bridge across the river. Population,
1930, 18,012,
SELVAS, sel'vasy a stretch of dense wood-
land plains of the Amazon Valley, in South
America, extending from Northern Brazil to
the southern part of Venezuela. Brazil-nut,
cacao, wax-palm, and other varieties of trees
grow in abundance amid dense tangles of
cacti, orchids and creeping tropic vines, while
from this great forest Brazil exports in addi-
tion to many kinds of valuable wood, immense
quantities of rubber and bamboo.
SEMAPHORE, sem'afor, a device used
for signaling in navies, in the army and on
railroads. Before the invention of the tele-
graph, many kinds of semaphores were in
use, but electric communication now has
rendered them unnecessary in many instances.
The simplest form of semaphore is that
employed on railways. It consists of an up-
right standard, from three to eighteen or
twenty feet in height, as conditions necessi-
tate, to the top of which one or more boards,
called arms? axe attached. These arms are
fastened to the standard so they can be raised
or lowered from the office of the telegraph
operator. The long arm is usually painted
red or white, and the short arm contains an
 SEMAPHORE
a, stop; b, caution, go slowly; c, way clear, go
ahead.
indicates caution; if raised to a horizontal
position, it indicates that the train should
stop. At night the colored glasses in the
short arm give the necessary signals. When
the arm is di'oppecl, a white light is shown;
at an angle of 45°, a green light; and when
in horizontal position, a red light. See
eailroad.
SEMBRICH, Mm'briJe, marcella (1858-
1935), an operatic soprano whose real name
is marcelline kochanska, was born at
Lemberg, in Galicia. At first she studied
violin and piano, but upon the discovery of
her remarkable voice, she began to study at
Milan. After a successful operatic debut
at Athens in 1877, she became the leading so-
prano in the Dresden court theater, where she
remained until 1880. During the next five
years she received great ovations in her fre-
quent concert tours to England and America.
After 1889 she resided in Dresden, continu-
ing her public work, largely in recitals in
Europe and America, although appearing as
the leading soprano for several seasons at
the Metropolitan Opera House, New York.
Critics accorded Sembrich unanimous praise
for the purity and flexiblity of her voice.
SEMELE, sem'e le} in Greek mythology, a
daughter of Cadmus, beloved by Jupiter.
Jealous of her husband, Juno* persuaded
Semele to entreat her lover to attend her
with the majesty in which he appeared on
Olympus. As he had sworn to gratify her
every wish, Jupiter, though horrified at this
request, came to her accompanied by light-
nings and thunderbolts, which were too
powerful for a mortal, and Semele was in-
stantly consumed by fire, Bacchus, the god
of wine, was her son by Jupiter.

